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PREFACE. 

Ever since the war started democracy has been facing 
acute peril in India. The Congress ministries resigned in 
September 1939, and thereafter most of the provinces were 
, subjected to Governor's rule. That was the virtual end of 
whatever skeleton democracy was offered iri the Government 
of India Act of 1935. 

But the eyes of the world vyere fixed on the political situa- 
tion in India and people wanted to know why in a war which 
was professedly being fought to save democracy, representative 
Government had ceased to function in India. The British 
ware anxious therefore for an early resumption of democratic 
Government in India ; though they did not want to accept 
the demands of the Congress. 

It was at such a time that communalist parties of India 
stepped in the breach and showed willingness to work 
democracy in India. As a result of their efforts '’Democracy" 
was revived in several provinces. But it is not a truly 
Democratic regime, which Is functioning in provinces. 

This book deals with all the aspects of Democracy at 
present being worked in India, and it is made clear that 
Democracy is not working in India. 

H. L. SETH. 




CHAPTER I. 


League in the Saddle. 

Ever since the Muslim League celebrated the 
''deliverance clay" rejoicing over the resignation of congress 
ministries, there has been a scramble for office among its top 
'aaders ; who have hankered after the same power which 
ongress enjoyed. Of course there could not be anything 
/vrong in a party desiring political power, in a democratic state. 
Even the most backward parties with very little following can 
realise such ambitions. But only by democratic "methods, 
and hot 'intrigues behind the scenes, political manoeuvres 
or opportunism. And once that power Is achieved U should 
not be used to satisfy a few on the top but the st^e 
should become what the Germans call Volkstaat or the 
peoples’ state. 

In case of the League, that has not been the case. 
It has not sought power because the congress had failed to 
rule in interests of the poeple, or forgotten their rights, 
it had not come forward with an alternative ddmocratlc 
programme of people's welfare. It, had fought the eletftions 
not on any political slogans; but; religious, and like Hindu 
Sabha, it had faced the electorate, posing as champion of 
rights of a particular section of the people, and not of the 
country whole. While the congress had enumerated, 
a programnie of National reconstruction as early as ; 193t a.t 
the Karachi Session and made fresh amendments 
that.so that, the electioti. Manifesto contained the , full plan c 



radical reforms — the league has only recently at the Karachi 
Session declared an economic and social programme — not for 
the entire country— but for the areas in which it proposes to 
establish Pakistan. However it is about after twelve years of 
the Karachi Congress that the League has awakened to the 
need of a programme of National reconstruction — in this long 
period, when in country after country big changes have taken 
place, and New deals, and Four year or Five year plans, have 
been the order of the day— the League has remained smug 
and complacent waiting far a favourable wind which should 
set its sails in motion, 

Regrettable though thi$ delay is, it is not the only 
disgusting features of the League Karachi resolution. They 
ire not introducing any plan of national reconstruction now 
DUt after Pakistanf is achieved. And the reforms are by mo 
means radical, while nationalisation of some industries Is 
proposed, landlordism remains intact, because the landlords 
i reside the league would not like any drastic land reforms' 
to be introduced. Thus the Karachi resolution is pn 
gutter failure, 

But it should make it clear that even In this late hour of 
'the day the league leaders are not prepared to embark on 
any programme of Nation — building., 

‘The conditions that prevailed six or seven years ago were 
much worse. The league leaders instead of showing readiness 
to collobarate with the congress in carrying out the schemes 
of reconstructing India, began to pile up a list of imaginary 
greviances against the congress, and started driving a wedge 
between the premier political party of India and the Muslims, 
It was clear to see then that they had dreams of power for 
sake of power. They did not want to serve the cause of 
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people through the clemocrap’c state. 

Thus we find that their opposition to congress, grew in 
1938 and 1939. when they initiated the compaign about 
separate Muslim State. 

The reactionerlas in England, welcomed these views of 
Jinnah about "deliverance day,'’ and "two Nations" in India. 
Jinnah learned the habit of appealing to the British instead of 
the people to whom some power had been transferred by the 
wernment of India Act. If the congress ministries hadi 
signed and they were incompetent rulers, Mr. Jinnah should 
ve seized the opportunity to appeal to the people to place 
m and his party men in power. If he had any influence, he 
(ould have got much more than what he demands now. 

Instead he began manoeuvres with reactioneries in 
ngland and India for power or impressing upon the viceroy 
hd congress that if there were any transference of power, 
(nd the British did not recognise his two-nation theory (which 
he Indian people never had) he would obstruct such plan 
Mth all his power. These threats of obstruction continue 
right upto our own times. 

But Jinnah was not an obstructionist only. As the conflict 
between the congress, and the British become marked, and 
the congress Assembly members were sent to prison, he saw 
that in such provinces as Bengal and Sind where there was a 
majority of Muslim population il rhight be possible to oust 
the Nationalist Muslims from power and replace them by his 
own men, Here again his method was characteristic. He 
did not seek the support of the people, but instead Indulged 
in intrigues against the Nationalist Muslims. 

Muslims leaders Abui Kasem Fazal Haq, and .Allah 



Muhammad Umar stood their ground against 'the league 
attacks.. The fqrmar was jn the league uptq August 1942, 
but then.t.he ..congress members formed quite a formidable 
block in Bengal Assembly, and Abul Kasam Fazal Haq did not 
become a puppet of Jinnah, In August of that year he had 
resigried from the league due to "the non*repre3entative 
character of the league, and the autocratic attitude of the 
President." After that he started a new' progressive league- 
So that he remained premier of Bengal, only as a’ Nationalist 
Muslim independent of Jinnah. Premier had thfdwn a 
challenge ' to JInnah, by his public denunciation of league 
leadeaship, If Jinnah had any backing among the Bengal 
Muslims Haq could not rernain premier for a day- But that 
was not the case, Jinnah swallowed this Insult calrhly, and 
• vyaited till there was trouble between governor and Premier 
Haq, when the latter was "persuaded to resign,"; lit was thenr 
that the league f plfowers ^ had an opportunity to form an , 
unholy combination with. Europeans and rule the country, 

^ In ; Sind too ft was only after the resignation and 
assassination of Allah Bux that league members became 
‘''"ominent and had their own premier. 

Punjab's Sikander so long as he lived, refused to jTiergQ 
inipnist party In the leaguq. So far as he vyas concern ecf 
os a marriage of convenience between the unionist party 
vhfcb ’he had the honour to preside and the league. 
r\Jer wanted, all India popularity, and thought that a 
/ly.ninent placei jn. the league, cpurrci) could help him ta 
reach the desired gqal,- Tne league , was an 'all India' 
orgapisation. It , had influence over certain, sections of 
Mussalmans. He v^as at be^- a -provincial leader, little known* 
outside Punjab,’ The league leader Jinnah had bn the other' 
hbnd little Influence irv Punjab. 



Bafkat Alii' s league :like LIyod Geofge*^, council of &ct(6n 
before the war had a high sounding name without any, solid 
following in the public,,; Jlnnah wanted a party., to .back .up 
ills cause. The unionists were there to do (that. Hence 
the alliance, , 

"^With SlkandeHs death the way was paved for' a 
(j/eicfi3ha/{ung of the league with unionist party, In N,W.F.P.' ' 
the arrest of Khai Brothers, and other leading congress' 
members of Asserhbly gave the league the Same advantage 
which It had M Bengal and Sind. ' Ever^ As^am where the 
league had of all provinces in India, least power bu<J2ed. with 
activities of this organisation, As soon as the congress 
leaders were gaoled the leaguers becanie prominent. 

, While formerly the only proml nent political news from ' 
lis Wales of India was about the quarrels between the 
ndian coolies and their European lords and masters, now it 
tfas resounding with the cries of Pakistan. 

The league leaders had sunceeded in putting the clock 
3ack to those old 'times of Mughal period, when with 
weakening of the power'of parly In control of the greater 
part of India the remote provinces broke Up into Independent 
Units of States where anarchy was rife. This is not' to '^ay 
th^^ congress democratic rule In any way resembled the 
Mughal State built art ideas of autocracy,, There was a world 
of difference between . the two. ’ But there was rto doubt that 
the league . had taken . advantage of the end of congress 
administration to grab power for. itself ^ and establish a rule,, 
which Could not be described as democratic; by any .stretch , of ; 
Imagination or misapplication of English language, 

They .had takpn advantage of departure , from political 



scene (eitKef due to death or removal from onice; oi 
men Vi*ho were not in congress but who did not at the 
same time wish to become the puppets of the league 
high command. 

It was a back-bencher's day-just as in Parliament it so 
happens that some-time if the notable speakers are absent 
the back benchers become prominent, so in India the noted 
leaders were either dead or in prison and the back-benchers) 
had taken their place. The greatest back-bencher of all 
these was Jinnah himself, who had no power in any of the 
provinces while the congress ruled over the country. (Though 
Sikander and Fazal Haq respected him then as a leader, they 
acted aS the needs of their provinces dictated and did not , 
take orders from Jinnah), but who now became a powerful 
leader with premiers of several provinces following bis 
commands ("If Qaid Azim were to ask me To resign to-day 
I should do it/' Aurangzeb in a recent speach). 

But the happiest man in this ministry making business, 
apart from Mr: Jinnah who enjoyad immense power and had! 
reason to be pleased with , his achievement, was LeapolcJ 
Amery the Secretary of State for India. Time and again 
Amery had told the Parliament that league represented ninety 
Million Musalmans of India, and that it was very much popular 
among them. 

But he was told by his opponents in England that the 
leaguers enjoyed power in no province and that even in some 
of those provinces where Muslims had majority, the congress - 
or procongress party ruled. Now he could point out that the 
Muslim league had power and that Muslims of five provinces, 
were behind the league. 

But apart from the need of Muslim mague assuming 



- power, Leapold Amery was worried about a thing or two 
more. The continued absence of any popular government 
in most of the Indian provinces created a bad impression in 
America where they thought that Democracy had ceased to 
function in India, Some facade of such government had to 
be created in one or two provinces so that the people abroad 
should bp favourably impressed with working of democracy 
in India Only the wicked congress had in certain places 
refused to co-operate unless demands of Indian Independence, 
and broadening of the anti Fascist Front were accepted. Bi/t 
the people were gradually leaving the congress fold and life 
was once again becoming normal. So that at the most it was 
a matter only of few weeks before in other provinces ministries 
world start functioning again ; even without congress support, 
While campaign on this line , can be carried on by Amery 
abroad, so far as the league Is concerned, he can assure its 
leaders that he has given them almost, what they desired 
Pakistan. The present activities of the league ministries 
could provide them a training for their Pakistan State. It is 
doubtful however if Jinnah has that in mind. He would not 
like even this semblence of democracy in his Pakistan State. 
And so far as satisfaction with Leapold Amery is concerned, 
his speech at Karachi Session, shows that he is far from 
being satisfied. Instead of being grateful for being given this 
minjture Pakistan, with full powers in few provinces, he has 
put forward the demand of "divide and Quit' 



CHAPTER (1/ 

Jinah and Democracy. 

But whether Jinnah achieves ’ His goal of Pakist^ih by 
slogans of " Divide and Quit ", or by any other methods 
or fails to reach his destination Ha has scored, one Victory at 
least and is saddled in power, How is he going to rule ? 
Will democracy remain or ’be dismembered beyond re- 
cognition ? He had no political or econohiic plan worth 
the‘ name in 1937-^9 and 'would haVe made a strange mess 
democracy, if he had been entrusted with powerj^in any 
>r6vince. His attitude towards those wHd worked that 
lefnocracy was most unhelpful. And he has in acquiring 
)dwer employed the' means' which are anything but demo- 
:ratic. All this indictment against hirn is enough to rhake 
one feel apprehensive about the future of democracy in 
his hands, But this unsavoury story does npt end hero. ■ He 
has , openly heaped contempt ori the derhocrat'ic form of 
Government. Enemies of democracy have In ali'cdutStries 
fbdiSd it possible to ‘invent some danderous label,' so that 
they should call the dog a bad name in order, to hang it. 
To the Nazis democracy is Jewish, because it teaches 
Germans that in twentieth century thiey should not live like 
the dumb speachless masses ruled by the teutonic knights in 
, rhiddie ages,' To Pope 'Puis Xll, It is Bolshevi'ik and anti- 
Christian because it permits the communists and'sbciallsts to 
spread ideas of economic emancipation of the workers and 
peasants : and' the liberals to talk about such thing and as 
marriage lawreform, divorce. Birth Control. To Jinnah 
democracy is Hinduistic, because it provided the widest 
opportunity to the Muslim .masses to become educated, 
permits organisation of workers and peasants, so that they 

.12 ' 



have become formidable force in national politics, and strikes 
at the root of landed estates which are the chief bastion of 
the Muslim league. The democracy is objectionable because 
it gives opportunity to the people to put in power men of 
progressive and radical outlook. If it could only pave the 
way for rise bf such conservative parties as Hindu Sabha or 
Leagua the communalists would be very much pleased with 
it they can alvvays find out some. Modus V/v/nde 
with a communalist or a reactionary party, rather than with 
congress. The most amazing thing about these wild attacks of 
Jinnah against democracy Is that he himself has risen to 
power among the Muslims due to its existence. If there had 
been no Round Table conference where Jinnah was able to 
air his progressive liberal views as opposed to those of the 
reactioncries like Shaffj, Fazli and Aga Khan, to the delight of 
enlightened Muslims in this country, he should not have staged 
a come back in Muslim politics. After that it was In central 
Assembly as a Parliamantarean that he was able to make 
limself more popular among the people. Having been 
lirr^self a product of this democratic age and flourished due to 
this system he thought perhaps he would not throw it over 
board. But his present intentions are different. He has no 
use for domocracy unless the elect wate everywhere in India 
return an overwhelming number of league candidates. 

But if he is himself out-spokenly hostile to the idea of 
democracy, the organisation of league Is carried on dictatorial 
lines. On top sits the Immovable president who cannot 
be changed at all. Democratic organisations elect their 
Presidents every year, but there are no Presidential elections 
in the league. The league council remains much as 
before inspite of passage of many years. And just as Hitler or 
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Mussolini .v/ould pn some annual rqlly of their party summpn 
the Gauleiters, the party members and all notable Nazis and 
Fascists to swear eternal loyality, to, the Fuehrer or the puce, 
so Jinnah bands together all league leaders at the annual 
session' of the party, and they affirm their confidence in his 
leadership/ There is no opposition in the league no centre, 
left, or right, but qne party, one plateform, and one leader. 
Sonne time ago ,Hasrat Mohani tried' to constitute a left in the 
league, on the- , socialistic lines but his efforts, were coldly 
received by the league high comrnand, and all these leftist 
irieas had tOibe dropped by , those who on economic and 
olitical matters held different opinions from Jinnah, Recently 
le so-called communists have taken it into their heads that 
he league is representative of Mussalmans and thought that 
hey might win popularity among its rhemberS, and thus 
modify the league policy in interests of the country. Mr. 
^shraf and several others took a step In this direction when 
thay attented the Karachi Session of the league. 

But it is doubtful if this effort is likely to prove anymore 
successful than a similar effort rhade by Hasrat Mohani 
sometime ago, There can be nomore left inside the league 
than it could be in British conservative party which atleast 
runs, oh democratic lines, though it has not milch love for 
democracy. The fate of those people who enter It with good 
faith to convert it to their progressive outlook is much the 
same which befell Ramsay Mecdonald and his son, Malcolm 
Macdonald in England, when they allied, themselves with the 
British- conservatives,' They were turned out of their, party 
with bell, book and cgndle, and condemned by the people 
who once respected them. The conservatives first welcomed 
them with open arnns, propped them up fo/ sometime then 



I’grtored them, and followed none of their politic. 

There have been many such cases in the league. Mr. 
Jinnah was himself a man of progressive and liberal outlook 
when he first led it. but in course of time bis liberalism 
and Nationalistism washed off and he lsto>day, the full 
blooded Tory. 

Not to speak of the formation of a left -inside the 
league the centre has also been non-existent. Representative 
Abul Qasim Fezal Haq in his early days of Premiership tried 
to, create such a block inside the league, but he had finally 
to leave the party, because Jinnah thought that he was 
bidding for alternative leadership. 

As for the difference of opinion which Sikander had 
with Jinnah, it was not because of functioning of a separate 
democratic group inside the league. It was because he had 
joined the league as head of the party, which had great 
strength among the Punjab Muslims. He was allowed to 
speak sometimes independently of the leader, because of the 
large following that he had brought into the league. He 
could not use that following to change the leadership of the 
league that was the nriain basis of Sikander- Jinnah Pact. 

This lack of any democracy inside the league, had made 
it impossible for any of the working class peasant, or youth 
organisat'ons to make their weight felt inside the league, and 
change its policy accordingly, While the youth the peasants, 
and the workers were from 1930, onwards influenced by the 
conflict between Democracy and Dictatorship, socialism and 
Militarism, they could hardly articulate their sentiments inside 
the league. Thus while the congress Foreign policy after 
1930, as a result of rallying of public opinion for the cause of 
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(lobal freedom, became anti-Fascist, because the Fascists 
vere the main enemies of such ideas, the league did not 
jnderstand what role it had to play in the mighty convulsive 
changes sweeping ail over the world. It did not know on 
which side of the barricades it stood, In Spain, Abysinnoa, 
China and elsewhere democracy was facing gravest perils, 
but the league leaders had no words of sympathy for it. 

With Palestine Arabs, they did express their spmpathy no 
doubt, but it was because the congress had already don© so, 
and they wanted to impress upon the Indian Mussalmans, that 
they did not. lag behind in expressing sympathy with 
Mussalmans abroad. They had however expressed onfy a 
sentimantal religious sympathy with Arabs.. ....It was not that 

they understood the international role that, Fascism or 
Imperialism were playing in world affairs. That is why they 
took the side of the Arabs in the Palastine dispute and freely 
criticised the jews. It was not an attitude likely to help 
Arabs much. 

The Palastine problem was full of wheals within wheels, 
For a truly democratic party, the correct attitude was to 
disassociate itself from the violence committed by some of the 
Arabs, express sympathy with the Jews, who bad been expellee/ 
from Germany, but point out that the troubles of Jews could 
not be lessened by their troubling the Palestine Arabs, who 
were right in protesting against inf iteration of Jews in that 
country and demanding independence for themselves. The 
ongress had adopted this atiitude. It bad upheld the Arab 
;ause without alienating the Jews. It did not fall into the 
rap laid by the Nazis who were also posing as friends 
of the Arabs. 

Apart from this unhelpful attitude towards Palestine 



Arabs, the league never defined its policy on foreign affairs. 
V/hen the War came, the democratic parties could see clearly 
the danger of Imperialism, and Fascism, and form their 
attitude accordingly : the league had only one interest and 
that was campaign against congress, and In favour of 
Pakistan, 

If the league had also an Internationaiist outlook and 
vere steeped in anti-fascist tradition, unity between itself and 
he congress would not have been difficult of achievement. 
Afar shouind have brought the two parties nearer to each 
other and the Indian tangle could be solved In 1939 or 1940 
Instead of remaining till now a subject of heated controvarsoy. 
The war has united various people of divergent outlook, who 
were till yesterday at loggerheads with each other but are 
now on the same side of barricades determined to crush the 
Fascist mohster. The communists have united with Tories of 
the deepesdye. The Czechs and the Poles were estranged 
before the war because of the annexations of the Czech 
tertitorory by the Polish Government, but now they are 
allies against Fascist Germany. Eevn the Russians and the 
Poles with long standing differences are avoiding an open 
breach and maintaining anity agains the Nazis. The same 
thing could happen in India, If only the league were to view 
the world situation as the. congress did, 

But the one man inside the fengue who took any in- 
terest in defeating the aj(is was Premier Slkandar Hyat of 
Punjab. He hated the Fascists not because he had been 
like the congress, internatlonlist from the very outset or 
believed in ideas of world freedom, including that of India. 
He could think of India only as a part and parcel of the 
British Empire, And so far as his anti-Fascism was concerned. 



it was due to his sentiments of loyalty towards Britian and 
his past record of service in the cause of the the Empire. 
Though he never aired his hostilty against congress much as 
Jlnnah did being more interested in practical administrative 
work than political mud-flinging; there were difficulties 
enough in an understanding between him and congress even 
if he could, which is most unlikely break away from the 
league. 

So far as Jinnah was concerr^ed he often bragged that 
what he was concerned with was Pakistan, and if the 
British did not give it somebody else who came would, 
could there be a more defeatist view of the political situation 
at home ? 

The man who was thus prepared to barter away the 
freedom of his country, could scarcely have any love for it. 
Like the Roumanian, Antonescu who was so mad about 
•getting some territory from Russia that he allowed his country 
to be overun by the Germans, Jinnah would not care who 
ruled India, so long as he bad his Pakistan. 

Anti-Pascism and love of democracy are complimentry 
to each other. But Fascism should not be spurned only 
because it is a menace to one Empire. Hostility against it 
should be based on ideas of world freedom. Then an 
anti -Fascist would be a democrat, and vice versa, Jinnah is 
neither. 

To imagine that such man lording over the 
ministries, of five provinces could do anythings to stiffen 
the antifascist front or popularise this cause among the 
people, and save democracy from the dangers which beset 
it is a dangerous wartime gamble, which should never have 
been undertaken. The cause of freedom requires men who 



can enthusiastically take up the work of defeating Fascism 
and establishing democracy. It Is unimportant if such men 
have been in the past dark horses in politics or had not 
■nation wide popularity. If Jinnah had only this drawback one 
could overlook it. Giraud and De-Gau) were not the idols 
of people’ of France before the war. 

They have since June 1940 made headway in politics, 
and risen to National fame. Similarly if Jinnah was not a 
Gandhi or Nehru, he cpuld become one, provided he had 
enpugh enthusiasm for the cause of democracy, and was fired 
with hatred of Fascism. 

That was what he lacked. He is unaware of any 
special rosponsibilty which the present occasion calls for. He 
considers the present power only as a stepping stone to 
Pakistan and can hardly devote much time to the 
cause of anti-Fascisrn, Democracy becomes in his hands a 
play thing he ddes^not value it much-and he has been called 
to guide the ministries in provinces, where already the 
activities of league have created no end of confusion. What 
are his rhen going to do about these provinces of India, ? 



CHAPTER 111. 

Muddle In Sind. 

The Provinces which, have suffered, most as a,, result of 
the efforts of the ieapue leaders to save them are Bengal 
and Sind. In the later, the league intrigues ^ started quite 
earlier. There have been recurrent crises in this province and 
the tnen \who now owe allegiance to the leagued have changed 
their political creeds of ten. It is a mostfickle crew of men, 
that ever gained' power in the country. In order to know 
what strange mess of democracy they have made in that 
province, their activities should be examined from the 
begining. 


Men And Ministers. 

The pillars of democracy In Sind the desert landn have 
been raised on shifting sands. Badly shaken fay many sand 
storms, this flimsy structure of government which has seen 
more vicissitudes there than anywhere else In India still 
survives'though many of those who first entered It are not 
there. The storms took their toll and while ,• some are 
missing (in prisons) other's bones lie littered about the place- 
they died for Democracy. Among them was the brave 
sentinel of this huge buildlng-Allah Bux, who braved the 
storm and perished while on duty. Others still live and 
strut about its dreary weather-beaten and storm-shaken 
rooms, trying to keep up appearances, and lending a sham 
heroic air to it, like the prussiah I army officers, hovering 
around the tomb of Napoleon in the Paris groaning under the 
Jack-^oots of German Imperialism. And apart from the 
fact that it has not been occupied by the Nazi marauders, Sind 
has much in common with that luckless land-France. 



ks gaudy and gay people match the worst specimens of 
the third republic France, while its middle classes and 
aristocracy are as much effette and easy going-its politicians 
compromising and fickle ready to back the wining borse and 
and altogethar too complaicant and maginot minded about 
the vast changes that sweep over the rest of country. 

The Sind Assembly is a mode! of the chamber of 
Deputies (built on sand), and the complex grouping of the 
political parties which ultimately was the cause of ruin of 
of French democracy is a marked feature of this parliament 
top. In a house of sixty, there are too many parties, and 
no party having absolute majority coalition governments have 
been formed and have been frequently changed, as in 
France after 1930. 

The damocracy in France after having somewhat rough 
experience under the Rlghtests and conservatives which 
culmiated in famous February Riots in 1935, gradually passed 
under control of the radicals and socialists after 1933, and 
Daladier became Its Prime»Minister. This man who got 
another lease of life in 1936 elections ruled France during 
most of the last days of the third republic. First Prime 
Minester suffered an eclipse for some time, only to come 
back again. His counterpart here is Ghulam Hussain 
Hidayat Ullah, who became Prime-minister after democracy 
was innaugerated in sInd in 1937, was dropped for sometime 
by the Parliament and is now again ascendant Whether he is 
to be the last Premier of Sind before either the Governor 
" Kicks him out " ( the phrase is his own and he used it for 
Mr. Allah' Bux ) or war clouds burst on India's surface 
is another chapter. In that case he may prove to be a 
Daladier. ora Deat or Laval no one knows which. But 
today he is at the Re)m and the most important man in the 
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province. When we consider the democracy it. Smd, we 
first think of the names which have gone to make it what 
it is a shamble of ruins. Other provinces boast or notable 
achievements du ing this period, made familiar to us through 
newspapers. About Sind what we know is the names of 
the men who have from time to, time become prominent 
^in public. In connection with recurring parlimentary dis- 
putes, these names, which have made news in stand are 
the key to understand the political pantomiuel that has been 
enacted in that province, 

Ghulam Hussain, HIdayat Ullah whose name is as long £>s 
that of some Balkan Politician like stoyadinovitch has a simtiiar 
intriguing personality. Thrown out by Allah Bux in March 
1938, he suffered political eclipse for sometime, only to return 
to charge when he found that Muslim Leaguers and Allah Bux 
were quarelling over the interpretation of the Azad Pact 
That crises in Sind Politics gave Ghulam Hussain an opportunity 
to enter the arena with his dwindling followers and then 
began that strange marriage of convenience between his 
faction and Azad Muslims of Allah Bux. The latter when he 
returned to office rewarded Ghulam Hussain with port foHo 
of Home affairs. Simple and sincere as Allah Bux was , he 
thought that others observed the same high code of morality 
in politics which he did. He was mistaken Ghulam Hussain 
who had so many times changed boats, in the past, played 
the trick again and when his chief fell, instead of resigning, 
calmly stopped in his place. To-day he is a camp-follower of 
Jinnah, and proud member of the Muslim League, whIcH ha 
reviled upto the time of dismissal of Allah Bux, Ha ha s all 
along played Nationalism to the gallery-back in year 1937, 
1938, whan Congress ,was sweeping away the reactionaries 
and its star was ascendant ; Ghulam Hussain introduced a 



good deal of congress programme and posed as champion of 
the cause of Nationalism. Even when Allah Bux threw him 
out, he refused to cross over to the league. Apparently he 
knows that league was not much popular with Sirtdhi 
Mussalmans. Once in Allah Bux cabinet Ghulam Hussain 
out did his chief in lashing out at league. And 
when Allah Bux resigned and he became Premier in a 
League dominated cabinet people said all sorts of 
lings about him and accused him of betrayal of Allah Bux and 
oining the Muslim League. He was in for a bad time with 
hndus, Muslim Leaguers and Allah Bux partymen all shouting 
(oarse against him. He stood his ground and said. 

"t am ah Indian and a Muslim first and everything else 
afterwards.” 

Which is as good as if Hitler were to say 

"I am a German and a Nazi first and everything else 
afterwards.” 

If you are an Indian first why not say so why claim to be 
a Muslim or a Hindu at the same time thus trying to please 
ail, the Nationalists as well as the Mussalmans. As an Indian 
one has to make certain sacrifices. In politics it is extremely 
dangerous .to associate religion with Nationalism because it 
ultimately dominates the entire outlook of men and the result 
is the somersaults of a Mohammad A(i or Aney or Madan 
Mohan Malviya, And if religion rather than political realities 
are to be the guiding spirit then why not say “I am a Hindu 
or a Muslim first and everything else afterwards.” 

But in case of Ghulam Hussain, these words were merely 
a cloak to hide his mental confusion (for even the most clever 
may sometime get lost in s storm of emotions.) It showed 
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that ha was bidding his time and a few days later when the 
Muslim leaguers were firmly behind him, on a flimsy pretext— 
that pressure was being put on Hindu Ministers by the public 
so that they, should resign— 'he daclared that he had also a 
duty towards his community and bo wished to see Muslims 
solidly linked in one block therefore, he joined the Muslim 
league. He could not be both a Indian and a Muslim. 
He could be Muslim only and that also as that word, is 
understood by the Muslim leaguers. 

Recently he said in Lahore that politics of Sind shifted 
their course as the river Indus does. That is true enough, 
But Indus atleast knows, where it is to end. At its goal it 
reaches the sea and becomes one with it. Not so Sir Ghulam 
Hussain Hidayatudah. He has no goal before him, but is 
drifting, tike broken reel in the stormy waves of the Indus- 
Sometime he is lifted high up by the waves and wi^ see him, 
■at other times he is submerged and almost forgotten. And 
not only he but the entire Sind politics is at present in a state 
of flux. Sindhis are not only changing their political 
alllguments frequently, but also do not know where 
their goal Is, 

As for the Muslim leaguers they should remember that 
Ghulam Hussain has served not one master but several and 
broken loose from all, he was with congress, with Allah Bux 
with the British with Hindus, and now he is with the league. 

It can’t last much longer, some body told him at Lahore 
that tables may be turned again In Sind in future to which he 
replied that nobody could say anything about future. He is 
right. He js not sure of himself. That is a fine admission 
from the lips of a man, who in the same breath boasts of 
having thirty out of the thirty five Muslim members behind 
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him. It is not his fault. The uncertainty about future is born 
out of the fact that the Premiership came to him by a mere 
fluke. He did not expect (t. Only the sudden removal of 
Allah Bux gave him an opportunity. The zeal he exhibited for 
the post is only equalled by his enthusiasm in changing his 
political creed. A man who is uncertain of his future and 
does not wish to have a steadfast goal before him— for such 
3 man one political party is as good as another, Sind Is a 
land of paradoxes especially in politics. But no leader of 
eminence there has made as many somarsaults as Ghulam 
Hussain has. The man who steadily piloted his ship in the 
ebb and flow of the tides in Sind was the late Allah Bux, but 
for whose support to Ghulam Hussain in 1941 the present 
Sind Premier might have been languishing in obscurity, 
remembered every now and then for hjs past glorious dash 
to power. But even that glory had dimmed before the eyes 
>f the people who were every day becoming more and more 
^atlor^olist minded. He would have remained there in 
background like several Prussian army chiefs in Germany after 
the twenties who had distinguished themselves in War but 
whose star was set at the end of War. Hllter came and brought 
them in prominence. 

Why Allah Bux gave him a lift is not difficult to see. 
That distinguished statesman and a great patriot had a 
sentirr>enta) trait of character. He wanted his regainer to be 
as much broadly representative as possible. Besides in 1941, 
the commercial situation in Sind was so tense, that Allah Bux 
thought it best to have a Nationalist ministry as soon as 
possible and did not pause much to think whether in his ranks 
may .not have crept up men who would tomarrow sell out to 
the Teague. The welfare of province was dear to his heart. 
He could easily afford to sit tight for no Ministry could be 
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formed without his support but he came forward to shorten 
m period of agonies of Sind by giving her a stable 
jovernment. 

Mir Bundall Tarpur had been forced to resign because 
le had not kept up his promise to resign voluntarily an 
irrangement made in presence of M. Azad and called Azad 
Pact. Allah Bux stepping in his place treated his opponents 
with the same gcnerlosity be had exhibited towards Ghulam 
Hussain. A few days after assumption of office he asked 
Sheikh Abdul Majid* who had been a league minister in Mir 
Cabinet and who offered his co-operation to any government 
which followed his scheme of Prohibition in Sind in 
five years (another example of choatic conditions in 
Sind politics, where one member of a political party 
opposed to the Government may co-operate with it) 
to come into the ministry and co-operate with him. 
The Sheikh did not, but the incident throws some light on the 
liberal mindedness of Allah Bux towards people of all parties. 
U should also nail the lie that has been spread by Muslim 
le’agw® circles that he was opposed to the Urrrty of the 
fv^ussaimans. He tried to achieve as much of it as possible, 
even at the risk of being hounded out of office, which he 
latter on was. 

Altah Bux's rule, when one comes to think of the herd of 
fickle, politicians who co-operated with him was a remarkable 
achievement. If his opponerrts and friends did not play the 
game wed and if he sometime found himself out wilted by 
them, this should not deter us from praising his services to 
the ungrateful people erf SVid or to rest of the country, 

The first Ghulam Hussain ministry fondered on the 
question of assessment schema Allah Bux, stepping in 
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Ghulam Hussain's place and backed by the congress party 
who gave their co-operation somewhat grudgingly found out 
8 satisfactory, solution of that schema Defeated in 1940 
and later elected as finance minister he stablised the finances 
of Sind Province, The third time that he was in office he 
maintained order in Sind in face of growing anarchy. His 
rigid discipline and drastic punishments of Sind gunmen 
considerably eased 'the situation in that province. 

In the politics outside Sind he made a prominent place 
for himself by persistently challenging Mr. Amery about the 
lack of Muslim support for congress demand. How could 
they call Muslim league as representative body of Muslims 
when a considerable part of them was out of it. 

All this talk was gall and wormhood to Mr. Amery who 
had never heard a Prime minister talking in that strain ever 
since the resignation of congress ministries. When they had 
gone why was he there ? So the Sind governor decided to 
dismiss him with as little compassion as an autocrat oriental 
pationate might show in throwing out a grand vizier he had 

grown tired of. 

Mir Bundeh Ali Khan Tarpur, the third Premier of Sind 
during these years of democratic regime was a big landlord, 
and that is saying much in a province where after Bihar the 
Peasantry was the poorest and most dispossessed, and a big 
landlord was considered to be as much lucky as the winner of 
Derby and Grand Prix though of course he was not so rare. 

When Allah Bux fell in 1940 this great estate-owner was 
asked to form a ministry which he did with the support of Allah 
Bux and Muslim league. He had no party of his own having 
to depend on parties of junior ministers to keep him in power. 
His position resembled that of Ramsay Macdonald in J933 
when he was prime minister without a party and without any 


ijority. and as sure as Macdonald fell Mir’s doom was 
ivitahie. To get him out of this embarrassing situation* 
len his own ministers might one day got rid of him and make 
re other person as premier, a pact was signed between 
rlous ministers at the instance of Abdul Kalam Azad which 
tiled upon the Mir to resign in mid-February 1941 to be 
Jlowed by Ghulam Hussain Hidayatullah or Allah Bux. The 
lir having refused to sign the pact on the understanding 
lat as a gentleman of good stock his word of honour v/as 
jfficient — later on went back on his words. So did the 
ther Muslim league members. The great estate owner 
truck to his office as he would have to his estate if threatened 
/iih expropriation. Having once become Premier he thought 
ike owning the land it was something which was his right and 
10 body could snatch it away from him. The fact was however 
:hat he had been hustled into Premiership because ho was the 
only influential man in Sind. Not belonging to any particular 
group (he later on entered the league but when he became 
Premier he was an Independent Non-party man) and could 
thus best maintain a balance between league and Allah Bux 
group. The astute leaguers who later on won him over 
whispered in his ears that he should defy the Azad Pact for it 
was humiliating to vacate office like that^ The result was thal 
he suffered defeat. The leaguers could not save b/m. Sonnet 
of them, clever people, forgot this disgrace and rose again to 
great heights in Sind Politics. The feudal landlord brought up I 
In a different traditions where such a fall was considered to 
be a matter effecting honour, (though of course when person e f 
interests were at stake as in case of fulfilling the Azad Pact 
this word was uuderstood differently) took his defeat to heart 
and lust as he had previously allowed the; Muslim leaguers ter 
prevail on him, after his resignation too he allowed himself to 



be allowed out of prominance in Muslim league. 

The place Ghulam Hussain occupies to-day righly belongs 
to Mir Bunde Ali Khan Tarpur who was the first Sind Premier 
_to owe allegiance to league at a tlnne when that body was not 
so well-known. But the league did not cai'e . for the past 
services done to ft. It thought In ternis of power politics, 
and anastute wire pullers who could reinstate league In power 
was always welcome to league leaders rather than the 
Influential landlord who had done so much for them. Now 
that Ghulam Hussain Is firmly enshrined in power It Is as well 
to hear. The farewell message of the Mir before he 
left office ; — 

"When Sind was in those days of Bloodshed all parties 
came to me and urged me to be their Premier and i agreed 
to shoulder this overons responsibility. Within six months 
I brought peace in the province, and took the extreme step 
of arresting the Pir of Buchandi which no other Premier would 
have dared to do. The reward that I am getting is a stab In 
the back. They conspired and rejected the revenue Budget 
demands to-day to precipitate a crises. 

"K. B. Allah BUx add two Hindu Ministers resigned 
secretly this afternoon without Informing me. My conscience 
Is clear. I did my duty towards Sind.'" 

The reference to all parties coming to him is true enough 
but the Mir takes a subjective view of It forgetting that what 
the parties Wanted was Independent non-party man to serve 
as a link between various groups. The "peace and order" 
story should be taken with a pinch of salt. A good deal of 
disorder remained in Sind after Dunda Ali was gone. As for 
Pir of Burchandl he was released a few days before the Mir 
left office because the leaguers wanted to make political 
capital out of this event. The "stab in. the back" wasiKusory 
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for the Mir v/emtback on his words. Anyway it was nothing 
compared to the “bump on head" which Ghulam Hussain and 
Muslim leaguers have given him by pushing him into back- 
ground. As for “clear conscience" of Mir so had Chamberlain. 
His party men and countrymen threw him out into the ratn 
once clouds burst over England— without an umberalla. So 
have the partymen of Mir Bundeb Ali Tarpur ! 

Prominent among those “ partymen " are G. M. Syod 
K. B. Khurro, M. H. Guzdar, and Sheikh Abdul Majid of 
these K, B. Khurro and Sheikh Abdul Majid were In his 
cabinet and resigned along with him in March 1941. K. B, 
Khurro has now become a minister again In Hidayatullah 
cabinet and apparently finds it as good to serve Ghulam 
Hussain as he did Mir Bunde Ali Tarpur. 

G. M. Syed and Guzdar ar6 the firebrands of the party, 
At a meeting of the Sind citizens called by the party to 
protest against the newly formed require of Allah Dux in 
March 1941, said Syed : — 

“lam fully convinced that no service to the Muslims 
of the Sind could be rendered through the Assembly 
because its constitution was such that Muslism had to depend 
on the Hindus and congress for undertaking any measure. 

People were repeatedly declind that they had no 
grudge against the Hindus and that they would be protected. 

( would openly say that ( have many complaints against 
Hindus who are responsible for the present condition of the 
Muslims of Sind. They have stood in the way of all 
measures for the uplift of the community. I would warn 
hem that if they continued their present policy they will 
<ave to be treated in the same way as jews in Germany.*^ 
vfr. Syed has changed his convictions about the prosen'; 
Assembly. He has found it good enough to grace It with 
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h|s presence as a Minister tu Qhulam Hussain’s cabinet. Ho 
has also forgotten his virulence about those Hindus whok 
joined Allahbux cabinet and were making mischief. Those 
very gent I ernen whom ha had called jews are his collsagnas. 
He has not treated them as Hitler treated jews ! n Germany, 
though he has the habit of that dictator about forgetting 
his past saying if they do not fit into the new political 
strategy, 

M, H. Gazdar who also led the crusade in that meeting 
against " Banias whose mischief must be stopped " is now 
sitting cheek by jowl with the same Banias on the Govern'* 
merit Benches m Sind Assembly. 

As for Sheikh Abdul Majid who is considered to the 
most sure and sensible of Sind Muslim leaguers he was also 
main speaker at that meeting; Unlike the other speakers 
he went straight for congress and said • 

" There would be no peace in the Province so long as 
the present congress party tn the Assembly was existing as 
It was the congress which was responsible for breaking one 
ministry after the other.” 

Having said that in the heat of moment he contradicted 
himself in the next part of the speech saying i — 

“ The frequent fall of the Ministry is due to the fact that 
Muslim members do not owe allegiance to any organised 
party and Went out to any party rising to power. For this 
reason they had formed a league party In the Assembly 
and had acme to an agreement wito the Hindus on 21 
points. (Whom his colleagues unsparingly denounced). 
But no sooner bed the Mir Ministry come Into exjstence 
than the congress party started manoeuveriug to break 
the ministry before it had continued in ^the office for a 
week.” 
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If the Muslim members themselves chose to stay away 
rom the Muslim league, and thought it a party of rabid 
:ommunalists why blame the congress ? The congress had 
at the best a working alliance with them for It thought that 
interests of country could be best served by joining hands 
with Allah Bux ministry. The criticism of congress for its 
help to this progressiva group of mussalmans can be nnade 
from only one stand point and that was that help given was 
too little and not too much. One should have liked to see 
greater co-operation between congress and Azad 
Muslims as a precujsite of stability in Sind. It did not there- 
fore lie In the mouth of Sheikh Abdul Majid to speak bitterly 
about congress. 

And even in case of desirability of Mussalmans dancing 
the tune of one party (Muslim league) did not Sheikh 
Vib went far-ahead the party in matter of his offer of 
operation to Allah Bux If his prohibition scheme was 
:eptQd. Basides when Allah Dux resigned and the Muslim 
,guers G. M. Syed and K. B. Khuro were token as minls- 
rs to the exclusion of Sheikh Sahib he lost no time in 
■ancing such a step as treachery to the league, resigned 
•om General Secretaryship of that body and in a press 
statement let the cat out of the bag by saying that there 
were other differences between him and the league and 
one of them was, about leaguo-congross seltlemont which 
he bad favoured at the risk of unpopularity with his co- 
lleagues. • This had led to widening of gulf between them, 
and so he had resigned. 

Such was the party descipline for which he yelled a year 
earlier. His epithets about congress also seen to have 
meeted in thin air. 

Obviously ho could not help turning to congress in the 



end. That was quite sensible. In a province like Sind 
you cannot have ragid political parties but a working alli- 
ance on a radical programm me progressive parties. Then why 
takasolong to realise it. and make such giddy rightabout-turns, 
swallowing what you have said in the past, hook, line, and 
sinker ? 

If such is the state of unstability of our Muslim com- 
partriots in Sind, who occupy high offices, among Hindus, 
there is a similar medley. The three Hindu leaders who 
have frequently graced the ministrial chairs in Sind are 
Nichal Dass vizarani, Rao Sahib Gokal Das and Dr. Heman 
Dass. These three gallant gentlemen are obsessed with 
the same fear which has been responsible for hysteric 
outbursts of leaders of Frontier Hindu Sabha about trans- 
border Tribes. These gentlemen make use of outrages 
against their co-relligionists as a peg to hang upon their 
political ideals, because they owe their existance in public 
to such greullmeldungen or Atrocity stories against Frontier 
Tribes. Facts do not justify this biased view. As the Hur 
outbreak illustrates clearly the Garmen of Sind do not 
much discriminate between Hindus and Muslims when 
it comes to a show-down. They lost richmen in- 
diserminitily ; more often their unrest as in Prans-border 
areas of North West Frontier is actuated by by anti-British 
motives. Sometimes it is directed against Hindu money- 
lenders also, but the Hindu leaders magnify these incidents 
out of all proportion. And it seems that they can create 
this “ danger against Sind. Hindus " as often as they like and 
then^pretend that it is no longer there if their interest can 
be thus best sarved. For instance this danger was found 
to have been particularly great in March 1940 when U was 
thought best to throw over the Allah Bux ministry of pro- 
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gress’lve Mussalmans and have a back-door deal wiin 
" Independent ” Muslims and Muslims leaguers described 
byMIr Bundeh All and Sheikh Abdu) Majid as 21 point 
agreement. Allah Bux was thrown out and Bundeha)} came 
in and Hindu members were sworn as ministers. In 1941 
these people finding their chief Bundeh Ali in weak position 
as a result of an uproar about Azad Pact, unceremoniously 
and it seems treacherously deserted their new chief and 
ance again backed the winning horse. The Muslim leaguers 
themselves also responsible for breakdown of Mir Ministry 
after another. They raised cries of " noquarter to the 
Hindus ” and treat them, as Jews, At the same time they 
said Hindus could never be safer than in alliance with 
Allah Bux, Very true they might have as well played 
patriotism to the gallery by talking about dishonouring of 
Azad pact Some of them did, And then to confirm 
the impressipn that the Muslim league s " danger to 
Mussalmans " and Hindus' stories of Muslim atrocities.'* 
were all part of a gigantic conspiracy to smash the forces 
of Nationalism in Sind, in October 1941 these Hindus thought 
it best to change masters again. Qhulam Hussain Hidayat 
Ullah was as good as Allah Bux or Mir Bundeh Ali Tarpur, 
R. S, Gokal Dass stressed the great danger to the Hindus, 
He also seemed to remember the advice of the All-powerful 
Savarkar who had said that Interests of Hindus could bo 
best served by ioining the League ministry. Dr. Heman 
Dass’s conscience was also clear, *' I have done nothing 
against my conscience " he said. ' 

Precious things that conscience is In Sind that ainnost 
everybody seems to have it ” clear " Mir Bundeh All when 
his ship went down also said " My conscience is clear 
Ask G, M, Syed, K. B, Khurro and Sir Ghulam Hussain 
04 



Hidayat Ullah they have it clear also " who said Hidus were 
jews" ? *' Not we Messrs Syed and Khurro would say in 

all innocence, 

Clever Ghulam who knows as much about Sind politics 
as they do has been already saying that he was a friend of 
Hindus and would held the scales equal on both sides. But 
that is an old story. So did the monkey say to the two 
cats that came to him for judgment, 

Inspite of this unidnimity of views among Sind leaders 
about their conscience there seems to be a theatrical air 
about all these assurances for no sooner had Hindu leaders 
talked about danger to Hindus. Ghulam Hussain said that 
he was joining the Muslim league as a " matter of duty 
towards his co-religionists at such a time". As If he were 
waiting for Hindu Leaders to say such things. All this 
showed that as in case of the previous scares raised by 
leaguers and Hindus in order to help each other this one 
was aimed at strengthening the position of Ghulam Hussain 
and the two Hindu rninisters among their 'respective 
communities. A word may be said about Nichaldass 
Wazirani the other colleague (one was R. S, Gokal Dass) 
of Allah Bux. He had clung to the diminishing Independent 
party and refused to give into Ghulam Hussain. Patriotic 
belief that it was betrayed of Nationalism to aid such 
people ? No like other Hindu ministers of Sind he had 
also In the past shifted allegiance to several Muslim 
Chiefs. 

Instead of unequavecally condemning the action of 
bis colleagues in the Independent party he had given them 
a mild reproof and said that everybody had the right to 
act according to his wishes. That amounted to saying 
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Go ahead and make hay while the sun shines. I am here 
I cart It out and take it to market. Let us divide 
jr sphere to work. You go in the Cabin and 1 will stay 
at so that that the Independent party may hitch its band 
aggon to some other star if that of Ghulam Hussain is 
nee set 

That is how they maintain the facade of unity behind 
cracked surface in Sind. The Hindu and the Muslim 
2 aders they all follow the same strategy. They shout for 
lefence of their communities, rigid discipline big parties 
ind when they don't have them they pretend as if nothing 
vere wrong and they have something new to defend at 
east assailed by progressives frorh all sides their ministerial 
posts. 

n 

Parties and Principles 

If the Ministeries change complexious chamelon like 
in Sind and the ministers are an irremovable clique of 
politicians why don't the parties assert their power throw 
over the. old leadership and start afresh ? The answer to 
it is that in Sind Parties are creations of ministries, and not 
the reverse, There were no political parties of notej before 
the rot set in Sind in 1938 when ministries began to tumble 
down are after another. The only party which had any 
Solid if someweat meagre following in Sind was the congress 
party with its Ten members. They fought elections on the 
Congress programme and lacking the majority had ref used 
to share the responsibility of government with Ghulam 
Hussain other parties which could not be described as 
political parties in the modern sense of the word for their 
members never formed any well knit organisation before 
the elections were the followers of Sir Ghulam Hussain 





who constitutad the strongest group in Assembly. Five odd 
members of Muslim Leage, three Europeons, and some ten 
twelve Hindu members who bad also like followers of 
Ghulam Hussain formed a party after getting elected to 
•tbo' legislature, for lack of anyother name and imagining 
that independence was just then the fashion, these Hindu 
members called themselves " Hindu Independents ", They 
thought that by assuming such title, they could hide their 
identity and like Ghulam Hussain easily pass off as 
progressive group not within the congress yet very much 
near it. They evidently hated to be dubbed communalists 
which' they were for they had won election on hair creeping 
stories of the dire . results that awaited the Sind Hindus, 
if the Muslims got power. They instead called themselves 
“ Independents ‘'-'to lend repectable appearance to their 
party so that they should pass off as patriots. 

It may be argued that Sind was a small province, 
separated from Bombay, and one which had never had any 
Parliamentary experience. The smallness of the house did 
not encourage formations of big parties and elecoral system 
had been such that power tended to fall in hands of certain 
groups which did not represent any political philosphy but 
were merely there because they were landlords, business 
interests Pirs etc., that in any bigger province the proper 
place for them would heve been an upper chamber where 
they should have been quite noisy like U. P, Talauqadars 
but would have found themselves helpless in ; face 
of a strong lower house. All this is true eriough. 
The electoral System is defective. But surely 
that is over simplifying the issue. Once the members, are 
elected, they should know where they stand, owe ♦alle- 
giance to one groupei'f they have not done beforehand try 
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to strengthsn it making it loss amnablo to influence of 
pertain persons at the . top and more democratic In 
complexion having certain fixed ideals to guide it, in Par- 
liamentary life. ^ What happens is that os soon as the ele- 
ctions are over most of the Muslim members like a tribal 
gang follow the lead of the most influonUol 'of the' tribal 
leaders, in this case Ghullam Hussain who had already 
assembled a good many of his followers around him, some 
of them having fought the elections flourishing his name 
before tha muslims as their best saviour. Ghulam Hussain 
becomes Premier. Tha Hindus support him '—they have also 
grouped themselves under some leaders vaguely believing 
that critical times lay ahead of Hindus and having only tha 
haziest idea of their future path. 

But clearly such a state of affairs could not last cor 
long. Man who are thus carriaci forward to promiorship 
on a wave of popularity must either stabilise their position 
themselves forcibly exterminating all opposition as Hitler did 
when be became all of a sudden /^oichlrani'/or in Germany 
in 1933 or perish and bo forgotten Ilk « a Brunning or Von 
Papan (who still functions in Gorman political (ifo but without 
the old position), Ghulam hlussaln could not take tha path of 
Hitler, He had still some following and could not vanish 
into nothingness like Brunning. Instead ho played the role 
of that intriguing Papen but unlike that luckless, Prussian 
Baron lived to come back to the post of Premier, 

For the present we are interested in the new feature 
introduced in Sind Politics by his fall in 1938 -—it was the 
formation of parties, and frequent changes in them as the 
ministries changed, Sind was now split up and tha fight was 
on not for this party or that or some political principles, but 
for individuals whom thoir friends backod. There were three 
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factions among Hindus three among Muslims, Left Right 
end Centre. 

Left congress, centre Hindus for Allah Bux, Right 
Hindus for Ghulam Hussain or any orie who would have 
them. 

Similarly Muslims, left-Allah Bux centre Ghulam Hussain 
and Right Muslim league. These divisions resemble those 
among French Radicals, Socialists ar^d Nationalists all of whom 
are split up in three, four and even more factions. 

The Sind deputies had atlast some work to do and 
that was backing up their favourite as the Minister, when the 
axe was applied to someone else and the heads rolled down. 
It was all a question of having as many friends about you as 
possible. Every minister could count on some supporters 
who would stand by him If worst came to worst and if it so 
happened that he found for some time his interests identical 
with those of some others simultaneously assailed by their 
opponents, then the ground was set for the fight in which 
success may come to him. Thus after 1938, a schoolroom 
atmosphere was introduced in Sind Parliament and there 
was feverish activity to prop up one's friends as against some 
bad boy who had licked one of them and had to be licked 
back. It was in such a state of affairs that Maulana Azad 
stepped in Sind politics to heal the breach between various 
parties and enable Sind to have a stable regime. He thought 
that if Premiers could be made or unmade with mutual 
consent all would be well. He therefore decided that Ghulam 
Hussain should become Premier in Sind in mid-February when 
Mir Bundahali Tarpur should resign. The Mir agreed to it in 
presence of K.B. Khurro G;M. Syed and Nichal Dass Wazarani, 
who signed the agreement, while Mir did not sign it and his 
word of honour was considered -sufficient. This "AZAD" agree- 
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mant tha best solution of Sind Tangle was donouncacJ by an 
those who signed it and thus politics again reverted to a 
state of flux. 

Jtnna h and Savarkar appeared on iho scone, and fished 
in troubled waters. They wanted to strengthen hold of their 
parties in Sind. 

Jinnah or Savarkor cannot hope to succoecl where Azad 
whom they both detest failed. Arad good old soul, never 
tried a g/e/chscha/t/iig of all parties of Sind with Congress. 
What he wanted was a working alliance which should keep 
the integrity of individual parties intact and avoid friction in 
Parliamentary work. What are these two gentlemen (Jinnah 
and Savarkar) after and what do they want to achieve by 
hooking into troubled waters of Sind ? It is hegemony of 
their parties in Sind politics to the exclusion of all progressive 
forces. Savarkar and Jinnah both find that matters have 
moved in Sind according to thair satisfaction. But tost word 
has not been said yet 

And what has emerged out of the state of flux In Sind 
since the breach of Azad pact is not a greater Hindu Sabha 
or a greater league. On the surface it soems os if the long 
friction among Sindhis is over and the Mussolmans of Sind 
have joined one party-Muslim league. Ghulam Hussain 
speaking at Lahore claimed that 30 out of 35 Muslim members 
of Sind were with him. Clever fellow I he did not say that 
they were the league. And there is the rub. 

The league inspita of the ''Baptism" into It of Several 
strayed Mussalmans like Ghulam Hussoln remains, what it 
was in 1937, when it had under ten members. Not one in a 
thousand electorates who voted for league in 1937 ever, 
imagined that it could ever rule Sind. The electorates remain 
in the last resort the touchostone of popularity of a party. 



If the Muslim leaguers or for that matter Hindu Independents 
inside the Sind Assembly are sure that their all out campaign 
or league and Sabha respectively has the backing of people, 
A»hy not dissolve the present house and go to polls on league 
and sabha ticket and see how they fare ? If Ghulam Hussain 
finds league, so attractive to*day why did he not fight on its 
ticket in 1937 ? His constituents expected him to form a 
progressive Nationalist ministry and not trail after communal 
bodies. 

Without any result of bye-elections in favour of league 
before us and the fact that this body had only a few elected 
representatives in 1937 in Assembly, to call the present league 
Assembly party democratic or representing the wishes of the 
people would perhaps be offensive to league members also 
for they have always reviled the Assembly in their utterances. 
The leaguers do not believe in democracy. But some idea 
of how far popular they are with the people of Sind can be 
hod from the fact that the leading municipalities of Sind in 
most of which elections were held after 1937, are in hands of 
their opponents-congress or other progressive parties. In 1941 
the league strongholds of Jacobabad, and Larkena were wrested 
from the hands of the leaguers and the municipal elections 
resulted in Congress Victory. 

The present rhajority in the house is nominal— the league 
and Sabha members are much like those National labour 
members of parliament who in the hayday of Macdonald's is 
career were much heard of in Parliament. Just as the 
National labour members did not enjoy respect of the people, 
the same is true of league members of Assembly. 

The National Labour were never heard of afterwards. 
The same fate awaits Muslim leaguers. Time has been helpful 
to Ghulam Hussain as it was to Macdonald and his band of 
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lational labour monr^bcra. Thoro v/ero serious econoiY^Ic 
.rises in Eogtarid in ^1931 — 1933 and people thought more 
ibout uncmpioyttd, distressed areas and less about what tricks 
jvere resorted to behind the scenes by the Ministerialists to 
keep themselves in povv'er. They wore interested In economic 
measures and tennporary relief such as doles helped to keep 
them satisfied for sometinno. I India Ibo Congress leaders 
are in prison. At such a time and without anyone to unmask 
their deeds many a lily-livered politicians have snoakod into 
arms of moderato parties, (t is no longer pleasant for SirQhuiam 
Hussain and several of his followers to pose as Nationalists, 
The men v\/ho were proparad to go any length with congress 
in 1937-38 faltered in 1942i They were no longer friends of 
congress. They instead let loose a campaign of calumny 
against the congress telling the people thot it had plunged 
tham in misery and they were its real Helpers. 

In ppiitica such a playing of philanthropic rof© by 
inemios of the country is always possible when the friends 
jf the people happen to be far off. The Kerensky regime 
n Russia owed its popularity to this sort of make-believe 
patpjolisnn. But parties thus built seldom last long. The 
Muslim league party in Sind Assembly is no more sub- 
serviant to Jinnah than Democratic party (O' America is to 
Roosevelt, There are rebels lurking hore and there bidding 
their time. Good old Sheikh Abdul Nfajid must have by this 
time thought that if Sind was to have a predominantly league 
minisfccy why should not he be its Prime Minister instead of 
that “Upstart” who was; til! yesterday bitter enemy of (eague. 
“Why not throw him out, We are strong enough to rule 
singlehancfed^'' etc, etc. While Syed of Geudar might be 
impatient of Hindus, or Wee versa. And the opposition 
strength to-day is not less than, twenty (ten^ congress Five 



Muslims whom Ghulam Hussain could not win and atleasl as 
many recalcitrant members of Hindu Independent party who 
for all we know may throw their weight with the winning side 
once the present ministry falls). So any day these big 
parties which they have built up without any common ideals 
to sustain faith in each other, exdept the comforting thought 
that congress is down and out so make hay while the sup 
ehines — may crack and the old state of affairs return in which 
nail groups were wide^-spread. That is hardly a comforting 
(Ought. It would be very much worse than what it is to*day. 
ne British want for the duration a government In Sind which 
noulcl implicitly obey the governor and that Ghulam Hussain 
-faithful old counclllar of dyarchy days can be trusted to do. 
he joke of league ministry with only a microscopic number 
(f electorates having voted for league in the General Election 
oust remain for a longtime yet. 

CHAPTER II). 

Pirs and Patriots. 

Pirs play an important role ^ in Sind. While the 
political power is shared by a . group of politicians 

adrinnisterihg affairs from cities the Pirs are the. masters 

of the country side. They have ^ immense following 
which includes cabinet ministers, M.LA s. and high 
officials of government. Some of them are fabulously 

rich, have big estates and play the duel role of 

landlords arid spiritual heads of a vast community. The 
latter role saves them from a good deal of trouble at the 
hands of their tenants which they must face in such a land as 
Sind where the peasants are very much impoverished and 
. restless and liable as elsewhere to turn against the landlords. 
Pirs' holy hand restrains the revolt of the underdog. Hawng 
made themselves easy about their estates these Pirs meddle 



Politics and from behind the scenes exercise great influence 
rer the ministers. Their restless peasants find an outlet for 
eir rebellious spirit. in lootings and decoities disorders, and 
urders, which are sometime, directly instigated by the Pirs 
► keep their hold on , certain ministers and at others, tacitly 
icouraged by them, and the culprits^ often sheilded. Asf 
jually Hindu money lerrders happen to be the richest persons 
I the locality near by, they are the victims of such raids, The 
ungry and landless peasents who participate in them do not 
lo so as a religious crusade unless so told by the Pirs who do . 
ise such weapons sometime to gain popularity among the 
leople or influence In the government. But not all Pirs are 
mxious to maintain their hold in Political world. Some of 
:hem hate double crossing and if their followers clash with, 
the government they become implacably hostile to the 
regime and devote themselves fanatically to the task of 
resisting It. Pir Pagaro represents this latter tradition. Leader 
of the Hurs and charged by the goveanment for complicity \rP 
that crime he was e)cecuted recently In teeth of oppositions 
from all quarters seeking a reprieve for him. This spiritual 
head of a vast community in Sind learned to bate the Bfitiisb 
as Faqif of fpi did. Lor^ after the Hurs were outlawed and 
chased all over the province, he remained at large. It is 
fantastic to assume that from the very begining the Hur 
movement was an anti-Britrsh move calculated to subvert the 
govepnmervt The indiscriminate shooting by Hurs after 
derailing the trairr and the looting they indulged frr 
showed that their nrvotives were eritirely mercenery, ft wasi 
only later on. that the movement developed into organised^ 
raids- that have, beerv the frequent feature of activities of the- 
Transhorder Tribes. 

How far the brain of Pir Pagaro was behind stich a move 
Is difficult to say but by executing the man, the government 
Wave made the hero of a bandit. This execution tog et he? 
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with mass shootings of Hurs has diverted the attehtioh of the 
people from the ghastly savagery exhibited by these murderers 
when they derailed the Karachi Mail last year and shot dead 
In cold blood Innocent men and woment 

The cau^e of the patrots in Sind has not been In any 
Way helped by the exploits of Pir Figaro or his followers. As 
a matter of fact Allah Bux spared no pains to eradicate this 
evil but it Were not the patfiots who made , a, martyr of the 
Pir, The Sind administration has in the past allowed thePirs 
a free hand in their counter-revolutonary activities^ against 
progressive forces. 

For ages the Pirs have steered clear of the activities of 
the nationalist forces. Priesthood, ' means wealth, previllge, 
and power over' the people acquired not by ability but by a 
systematic demoralisation of ^tbe people, by robbing them 
yourselves and conniving at their robbing others. The priests 
are the friends of the' prevlllged classes. Mir. Bundeh All 
Khan who Is a Sayyed and has himself a vast following 
boasted that he arrested Pir of Blrchaudl, which no other 
ministry could dare to and it was he who stopped disorders 
In Sind, The Mir was right for the Pirs could allow themselves 
to be lorded over only by another Pir, Who, they knew what- 
ever happened would stand by them. And that ' the Mir did' 
for he released Pir of Serchandl, a few hours before he relln- ' 
quished offlce-thus leaving Allah Bux to face this hornets 
best. As if there could be a tiy- doubt about the alliance of 
the reactionary politicians with the Pirs, the son of Pir of 
Berchandi participated In league demonstrations against 
Muslim Ministers joining Allah Bux and Yusaf Hardon publicly 
congratulated the Mir, for having released the Pir, 

Pir Pagaros of the past were allowed to act in the way 
they thought best. Their disturbances gave an opportunity 
to Muslim leaguers to come forward and in name of law and' 
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order occupy ministerial posts, while iho hlindu leaders also- 
Qxplo'ted tho situation to their own ad ventage and joined 
hands witli ioaguc, This drninn continued for quite a long 
time, but with the worsening of economic and political situa. 
tion in tho country, tho law-broakera not content with rob- 
bing money lenders, started derailing trains and the frontal 
clash with the Government began. The result was that Pirs 
here and there abandoning their old alliance with reaction 
thought it best to trickle into tho camps of tho progressive 
people. 

Still the major part of these Pirs romuins wedded to 
reaction. They will not step down their gilded thrones. Like 
their brothers in Spain and Pdssia they form the bockbone 
of I'ho parties of tho Right which ot present dominate in 
Sind, Tho Spanish republicans had a fair sprinkling of cath- 
olic priests on their side in the later stages of war, of such 
there may not be any dearth in Sind too, who have joined 
hands with people, But they are not influential ; those with 
big hPldlngs s toy out and train their armies of malcontents 
to hit at the right time like tho Hurs and croato disorders. 
Wh^t hope of a lasting peace there could be in Sind, so long 
as these Pirs rernain 'In possession of such vast private 
armies in' form of, followers, who would, sacrifice their lives for 
the holy dignitaries? , 

The head of Pir Pagsre most sauve and retiring of all 
Pirs has rolled, tor moral responsibility in Hur revolt. But 
the real trouble makers remain at lafgo. The Government of 
the Right shields the Church and its vast armies I'n Sind. 
Instead of any inquiry into the economic and political cause 
of such disturbances, which miglit implicate some of their 

colleagues end which might lead to rolling of many heads 

of Pirs friendly to them,- the ministers sitting on treasury 
benches, take a complacent view of the situation. A domoc- 
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•ratic irl Sind must aim at ending of ptevileges of the 

priests but it could never be a party to a systematic annihila- 
tion of one part of this sect, to the exclusion all other priests, 
This brings us to the opposition offered to the priests by 
the patriots. Perhaps Allah Bux wanted such a bold policy ; 
he always used a strong hand to suppress such troubles. 

One thing is clear and that was that he was the bitter 

Onemy of the League-Sabha-Priesthood alliance, ^nd if he 

had lived he would have never allowed the alliance to be- 
ton^e firm as jV is today. It were these three groups 
which feat'ed his remaining as Premier and knew that their 
' previleges would end soon If he remained In power. 

Titles had been returned in past by several people and 
nobody had objected to it, , The " Daily Gazette " pointed 
out that Rabindra Noth Tagore, S. Subrahmanya Aiyer Ex* 
Chief Justice of Madras High Court had both returned their 
titles and the Government had never taken any action against 
them. While " Bombay Sentinal ", declared that Governor 
Daw had serious differences with Premier Allah Bux about 
appointment of his nominees to certain high offices. That 
the quarrel had .dragged on for sometime, and after the 
Assembly had been taken into his confidence by the Premier, 
the matter was referred to 'Whitehall, All this had ‘not been 
forgotteil either by the Governor or by the Viceroy who 
took action against him when all the congress M. L A, were 
In prison. 

Apart from Sind Governor Mr. Amery was also dis- 
pleased with Allah Bux. . 

Allah Bux had repeatedly challenged Mr. Amery. when 
be said that the muslims were behind the league, and they 
wanted Pakistan. 

The British, statesmen, In dropping this man who had 
devoted the best part of his life in trying to bring about a 
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compromise between them and the congress, have once . 
again proved how lightly they value the services of- their real 
friends. They dropped him uncermoniously at a time when 
the entire parties of the right were up in arms against him. 

So this man stepped out of the Government house in the 
land of the G’man, deserted by those whose hold in Sind 
he had stabilised ar\d lacking any direct link with the patriots, 
“iho were behind the bars and ' who could not come and 
ling a cordon round him . in order to sSve him from th® 

3 ' men lying In ambush round every street corner. * The 
>atriots had 0 duty towards this man, because be w^as 
patriot, himself and had always upheld the cause of congress, 
:h6 British had been saved by him in most difficult times, 
but they ieft him es Cardinal Wolsey was left' by Henry 
VlIK 

From the day Allah Bux left Government house bis 
Isolation was complete. It was not the old days that wherever 
he should 90 congress should present addresses to him. From 
his day of resignatioii he lived the iife of one who had been 
suddenly forced out of limelight into obscurity. Every now 
and then he would dash out of Sind to Delhi or elsewhere 
to join in the . chorus of the Voices of Azad Muslims raised 
against Amery or Jinnah or both and for the rest of time he 
would remain in Sind, where he was like a prophet unhono- 
ufedin his land. Before his very eyes they destroyed the edifice 
of the proud united Sind that he had so assidiously built up. 
One by one they tore away from him all those people who 
had for long been his fellow travellers in the steady progress 
made towards democratic Government. They had been picked of 
many of them to prisons others to Government benches. It was 
■ clear to see Allah Bux.was living in an unfriendly atmosphere. 
He was far away from the old society which he’had tried to 



lould )’n fi)S tims according to his radical ideas and he could 
iot be identified with the new. Then one day they took 
lim the G'men of Sind who had beco^na quite numerous 
igain after the coup and shot him dead. The Government 
(5 trying to trace out the nnurderer some mon suspected of 
the crime have been arrested and are being triad. 
Recently it was pointed out that some Hur had 
murdered him and the police were investigating it This 
surmise may be true. He was the man who dealt with 
Hurs in a determined way and if it was the bullet of a Hur 
which took his life, that group of cut throats should be 
hnnted like a var.nin. The Hors could .no doubt see that 
Allah Bux had been deserted by the people. They could 
never understand the depth of patriotic sentiments of this 
man nor could they believe that Allah Bux had dealt with 
them justly and had taken a middle way neither euologising 
tbeV) as haro a' nor allowing than to fa)! victims to sepres* 
sion. For those pri.Tiitiva paople he was the enemy on their 
death list^ancj he must be removed. 

And it is also , likely they may have nothing to do with 
10 crime, and it may be the work of some other G’men 
ollowers of Sind Pirs, who had been liberated by the new 
egime and wa.nt about the high ways,, unrestrained. In- any 
:a5e it should not be considared as an act of some demantt 
ad individuals displeased with A'lah Bux's policy It should 
not be surprising that a big conspiracy behind the scenes 
had been made to do away with this man. Only an inde- 
pendent enquiry can reveal the real culprits of this ghastly 
outrage, 

Allah Buxs's murder Introduces a new element In Sind 
politics or rather it is only a daring ra-hash of the past 
expliots of the G'men in Sind. 

A hushed silence reigns over the Sind as Assembly as It 
does over the province Both look like a graveyard, " 1 have 
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not made Sind o grnvo*ynrd*’ Ghuiam Hussain would say, 
gunman hovo and i am doing everything possible to end that 
trouble Vory wcsil, then' but the grave yard appearence 
of the Sind Assembly is atloast his responsibility. What car^ a 
parliament be without a lively opposition funclioing inside 
Rightly or wrongly the belief is gaining ground that Ghuiam 
Hussain's regime has been a coup of tl’ie Rightests that 
disorders in, Sine! are being connived at by government, Why 
not lift the vo;) over this mystery and let the ministry face 
the Houso. That alorie can ease the tension, and mark the 
beginning of domocrncy instaad of the G'inen rule in Sind 
prevailing pt prosent. 

CHARTER IV. 

The Eastern Fi'inj^e of F^aklntan. 

While Sind became such a heartbreak - house as o result 
of machinations of tho leaguo, the conditions in the Eastern 
fringe of Pakistan'Dangal and Assam were comparatively 
better. The redeeming feature in those areas was the 
great strength of congress. While in Sind there were only 
ten congress members of Assembly in Bengal the congress 
Assembly party was the strongest single group in the 
Chamber. The process of making and uhmaking of ministries 
carried on in Sind by the league could not be repeated in 
Bengal. The ministries and Assembly members were not a 
fickle crew either that they should frequently change their 
political allignments. 

; Tine Bengali had also a sense of patriotism Ingrained 
in him since the days of the partition of Bengal whother he 
may be a Hindu or a Muslim, he considered that ho could 
not become a tool of a group of, communallst agitators. He 
has always liked to follow the leaders of Bengal rather than 



those outsiders who want to create disunity among the 
people of his province, and separate one section of people 
from the other. This has,, been true since the days of Bepin 
Pal, Arbindo Ghosh and C. R. Dass, After Dass, Subhas 
Bose was acknowledged leader of Bengal. So long as be 
remainod in India, till 1939, he was able to prevent the 
onslaughts of the communSlists. The league was in power 
no doubt, but it would scarcely make any anti-national move 
or create chaos as had been done in Sind, 


Even after Bose's departure, Abul Kasam Fazul Huq 
inspite of all his faults and mistakes maintained a stable 
regime in Bengal. The province was not given over to the 
menace of Gunmen like the Hurs or Faminie in his term of 
office. Representative Huq has proved to be a true son 
of Bengal by lining up with the congress when be saw that 
democracy, and peace were threatened in province. 


But jnspite of these redeeming features some of ugly 
defects of the body politic in Sind could be observed in 
engal also. The European group v/hich created a good 
leal of 'trouble in Sind Assembly by associating itself with 
he league malcontents, was also active in Bengal and was 
nuch, more numerous. So long as Abul Kasam Huq kept 
aloof frorn congress, the Europeans group supported him. 
but when he saw that his place was with the nationlists 
power or no power the same party turned against him and 
supported his rival Khawaja Srr Niiiam-ud-Din. 


bike the Pirs in Sind, the Bengal Europeans are intense- 
ly conservative and opposed to all democratic parties. They 

are* big business men and have ideas of this class in their head. 
Their attitude towards Indian Parliamentary Government 
could be best judged from the following pronouncement 
in early 1942 by the “ fabulously wealthy. Anglo-Oriental, 
croesus. Sir Victor Sasoon. ” who had Janking interests all 
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over the far East ; — 

" A state of omergeflcy slioulcl be declared. All 
powers ought to be handed by the Secretary of state to the 
Viceroy, and all redtapo cut away. 

*' In those tinrjGS of total War, nil liberties of demo* 
cratic countries must be put in pawn until the day of victory 
arrives." 

One wonders if these. Ideas could bo tolerated even in 
•England. In any case Sir Victor should have tried that 
sort of stuff first in his own country. It is a pity that Sir 
Victor's Voice was ignored. So far as he was concerned 
ho had suggested how best thfi clock could be put back 
in India. Commenting on his reactionary outboust, the 
British “ Nows Review " had said 

. " it was hard to see what bejnker Sasoon had in mind- 
unless it was martial law,, considering that in September 
1939, an amendment to the India act was rushed through 
the House of commons giving the Viceroy the last word hn 
every political question. Throughout the war, rule has been 
strictly In the hands of his executive council. Those who 
gave vent to disapproval of its policy were sent to gaol. 

" It was easier to understand the motives which inspired 
Sir Victor’s clarion call. The political temper of India had 
risen to fever heat. 

” Eleven years ago Bombay was electrified by an 
announcement that the millionaire baronet, shaken by the 
possibility of self-rule for India, was proposing to transfer 
his imnnensB business affairs to Qhina," 

" In fact the existing interests of E. D, Sasoon and Co, 
rooted for centuries in Bombay remained there, but Sir 
Victor,, made nnost of his new ventures in Shanghai. 

He had a hunch that' the writing, was bn the wall 
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The " Red ” menace be complained in 1928 was " sapping 
Indian Industry The " hand of the Moscow intriguer was 
at, work, stirring up strikes in the textiles industry (one of his 
own fields of enterprise) aud elsewhere. 

Sir Victor did not like the way things were working 
even then. He did not like it at all. It was just too bad 
for a family which had gone all the way from Baghdad 
original home of the Sasoon dynasty to find Itself faced with 
soaring costs of production and an imporanate demand for 
higher wages, 

Sir Victor has much In common with European business- 
men, In Bengal. A part from an increasing distaste of de- 
mocratic Government, he sees Red menace in every move 
of the labour. The Bengal Europeans who are also not 
happy about the activities of jute workers would agree with 
him about “ Red menace 


However other Indian vested interests in Bengal are also 
afra'd of the "Red menace". These are the landlords, 
they have backed up the league. They are also conservative 
and bound to the Bengal Europeans. 

These are the two factors which helped the league in 
Bengal. The third is the utterly silly attitude of Hindu Sabha. 
One should not judge that organisation from the utterences 
pf Shyam Parshad Mukkerjee who it seems hardly fits into 
that reactionery party. Mukerjee has progressive outlook 
and love of democracy, and anti-Fascism is deep-rooted in 
them. His courage in voicing his Nationalist views in a party 
noted for its anti-Nationalism is praiseworthy. 


However in Bengal as in Sind, Hindu Sabha has streng- 
ened the hands of the league by a compaign of scwe- 
bngering. In both provinces in the 

d never been popular and.thare it no doubt that if Hindu 



Sabha had restrained Usolf from hysteric outburts about 
danger to Hindu life and property, the campaign of Muslim 
league for Pakistan would have been a still-born child. Good 
sense would have prevailed with the Sindhis, as with Bengalis 
and they should not have deviated fron the past patriotic 
tradition. The scare mongering of Hindu Sabha about 
Pakistan made the average Muisalman think that if die-hard 
Hindus were opposing it so much, there must be soms' 
thing good in the scheme, so Vt»hy not try it ? 

if Hindus begin a vociferoous campaign about their life 
and property being In danger, and Hindu Sabha becomes 
notorious in a province, banding together quite a large 
rtUmber of people, it ‘is idle to expect that Muslim league 
could be prevented by the congress from becoming powerful; 
however great' the hold of congress be- among the people, 
This prominence of league may be short-lived but it would 
be inevitable. Bengal, N. W. P. P,, and Sind's examples are 
a stern warning in this direction, Hindu Sabha could not 
escape responsibility for making league ascendent there. 
And when a calamity like famine befalls the province 

the sufferers are , Hindus as wall as Muslims. Though of 
course ‘a few on top such as the European business man, 
the landlords, the Hindu Sabbaites, people responsible 
for handing over Bengal to league may not feel the effect of 
the farnine devastating the entire country. But the masses 
do feai it. Now we have the queer spectacle of Sabha 
leaders danouncmg the Government for Its policy about 
food -situation, It does not lie in their mouth to condemn 
the Government which they put into power by their scare- 
rriongerlng campaign against Pakistan. ■ 

So far as the present league Government is concerned, 
it could not end the food crises. When Haq was quietly 
pushed out of office the food crises bad begun to loom 
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large over Bengal. At such a time or aanger lo i.i.c 

the best course for the league and other opponents of Abu) 
Qasam Fazai Haq, v/as to sink differences and try to save 
the province. A Government of Union sacre should have 
been formed In Bengal consisting of all parties. Haq was 
not averse to such a move. He would have gladly 
broadened the bases of the Government, if the attitude 
of league were helpful. The Europeans who have 
shown concern for Bengal famine should have rendered 
every possible assistance at that time to the Bengal Premier. 
Instead what happened was that the food situation was 
considerably exaggerated by the opponents of Haq regime 
and they raised the ghost of famine to push that Govern- 
ment out. The Ghost having been awakened once now 
abides, and refuses to be laid to rest. The famine which 
was then a false cry has become a reality, so that the 
leaguers who were panicky about it, even then, have been 
alarmed so much that they have failed to devise any remedy 
to stop it. They are ad'^oitly shifting the blame on to the 
shoulders of the Central Government. Here again they are 
exaggerating their differences with the centre. The latter 
might have made some mistakes. It is not constituted in 
a democratic way. But did not Haq complain against it, 
when he was Pcime minister, • and yet, the leaguers, the 
Europeans, and their allies had never colloborated then 
with the Premier, or backed him up. The league case boils 
down to this, they have very little power. They want 
Pakistan right now so that they should be able to end the 
famine, But they forget that when they were not in office, 
they wanted only to be put there, to end famine in Bengal. 
Now that they have got that power they are demanding 
more and when they have got that they would demand 
still more. They love power and that is their only aim in- 
stead of establishing a Volkstat or people's state. 
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The leaguers may say that )f Provincial autonomy is so 
good, then why don't the congress leaders try it again ? 
Why do they stand aloof, demanding more power ? The 
congress is asking power not to establish a regional state in 
one part of the country, but o state cornprisjng 'alt India, includ- 
ing the territories of the Princes. In that state the provinces 
would have wide powers but it would be knit together by a 
Central Government and ono province would cooperate 
with another in all matters. The regiona/ state of the 
league rules out possiblity of such a co-operation because 
they are out to establish it regardless of the wishes of the 
other people. If they succeed which is doubtful, they would 
hardly get that co-operation, themselves non co-operating 
wjth' the rest of India. 

Thus their demand for greater power is not due to any 
desire of strengthening the democracy but instead establishing 
a regiona) clictatorshipi The condition of The province 
would reinaln much the same. 

To sum up then these excuses of lapk of power are 
hardly convincing. Thfe choas continue in the Eastern 
fringe of Pakistan, the Government has failed to win the 
confidence of the people. Party manouevering has prevent- 
ed it from joining bands with the representatives of the 
people inside the assembly and getting co-opferation, of all, 

So far as the outside co-operation is concerned^ the 
Bengal govern man t is getting it, Puf^jab has supplied it with 
large stocks of wheat, but the Red tape and corruption 
prevents the food reaching the hungry mouths of the people, 
the Bengal Governrnent is unable to explain why inspite of 
such heavy imports starvation continues. 

i Jf, there wete any determination to end the crisis, it 
could never become so grave. What the league Government 
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lacks fs the wifi. It has never realised that Bengal is next door 
neighbour of Japanese Burnna. and threatened with Invasion 
It is concerned with increased power rather then ending the 
menace of Fascism. If it thought the fascist danger to be 
acute, it would not have continued party bickering while the 
enQmy lay in ambush. It would have ended differences 
within, got whatever co-operation it could from other provinces 
and instead of quarreling with Central Government set to the 
task of ending famine in .Bengal. Lack of antl-FascIst spirit 
and hatred of democratic methods of ending crises by 
co-operation of the people and their representatives is the 
cause of failures of league Government, ‘ 

The other part of the Eastern fringe of Pakistan, Assam 
has not been ravaged by famine. But It has not been 
immune from league activities. Like Bengal it has found 
here the same allies. The Europeans are an influential group 
in Assam too. Here their vested interests are centred over 
the tea plantations. They are usually at loggerheads with 
the labour which they employ. A progressive ministry with 
on democratic^ outlook would no doubt interfere in the labour- 
capital disputes in the province if ever the rights of labourers 
are threatened. The vested interests in Assam as elsewhere 
do not like it. Hence the Europeans alliance with league in 
Assam to keep corigress out of power. But it is not only the 
labour-capita! disputes which threatened to destroy the 
peaceful atmosphere of Assam, The grave danger of Japan 
is more acute here than in the sister province of Bengal. 
Chittangong is, the most bombed dty in India, and with 
enemy thus poised for attack from sea, as well as land Assam, 
needs not a Government of one party relying on the backing 
of some business interests but of all parties to stiffen the 
morale of the people. It would be silly to assume that with 
Japan hald up in Burma, the, danger of invasion to Assam 
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is removed. The threat in case of this province has no more 
ended than it has in case of England, which inspite of the 
fact that heavy blows are being delivered against Germany 
in the East as well as the west is still in danger of Nazi 
invasion. The Nazis as well as the Japs If cornefed a^e 
capable of any number of mad dogacts. Now that they are 
reeling back in the south v/est Pacific under heavy blows of 
General MacArthur they might stake everything in a break 
through in this area. But If a democratic Government 
composed of all elements of peopie is in power then such 
a danger can be effectively mot however surprising the Jap 
move may be. 

There is one mors development which requires the 
attention of a people's all parties Government in Assam and 
that is the opening up of new air route to China. Assam is 
now linked up wrth China by air. This air rout© would prove 
after the war as much useful in maintaining contact with 
China, as it is doing to-day, when Americans are taking big 
supplies to China in their aircraft. Then the civilian flying 
could be developed by the Government, and an air line with 
China established. It would be therefore to- the interests of 
any popular Government to encourage this enterprise carried 
op by our allies so that when the war ends, the people should 
make best use of this air line. 

But once a popular Government Assam has begun to 
mobilise the public opinion for Home defence or contact 
established with China through new air lines these plans 
could be elaborated. Assam's people, doughty fighters as 
they are could carry war inter Jap territory. Commando raids 
of the Drepe type could be carried out by the sons of the 
soil, against the Jap port of Akyab, once they have Government 
of their own to direct them. There is no reason why warfare 
in Assam should be in that ease limited to defensive action- 
s' 



But all this the league Government in the Eastern fringe of 
Pakistan, which is near the Western most fringe of Japanese 
Empire could not do if it is (eft to itself or its allies. It must 
be so reconstituted as to become representative of the people 
over which it rules. 

CHAPTER V. 

Punjab and the Northwest 

The parties which form the backbone of the league in 
Punjab are slightiy different from those In Bengal, Assam, and 
Sind, The European business interests, so powerful in the 
Eastern fringe of the Pakistan are negligible In Punjab. Sind 
’S dominated by Pirs, but in Punjab apart from, Multan and to 
some extent the districts bordering the frontier province, the 
Pirs have no political influence. The landed interests which 
are prominent supporters of league in Bengal and to a 
lesser extent in the other two Muslim provinces have great 
influence in the league here too. Indeed they are the main 
piiiers of the leaguein this province. 

The commercial class among Muslims In urban areas also 
backs up the league. And finally among those who have 
encouraged Its growth in this area, we must mention the 
name of the Hindu Sabha and the Akalis. The former has 
been here as elsewhere obsessed with the idea of Muslims 
> J being a danger to Hindu iterests, and by its persistent 
lompaign of Panlc-mongering on these lines, it has made 
ine up of Muslims in the league possible. The same Is true 
af the Akalis whose rank and file is patriotic consisting as it 
does of the masses of the villages with traditions of sacrifice 
In the service of the Country but these people have no voice 
in high councils of the Akall leaders, who have established a 
dictatorship of the most ruthless kind and are playing a game 
" so 




of backing the both horses Congress as well as league. 
There are men in the ^koli High Comand, who one day back' 
up the democratic Cohgress the other day conservative, and' 
near- fascist league. 

But if the elements which are the mains tary of the 
league in this province are somewhat different from those in 
the provinces of Sind, Assam and Bengal, the cause of 
democracy is not much helped,' for democratic ideas are not 
rooted among any of these people. The landed interests and 
the Akalls are like the Pirs of Sind, and landlords of Bengal 
not .much Inclined towards derpocracy. The feudal spirit of 
loyalty of the clan to the chief is strong among them, and is 
reflected rn first their unstinted loyalty towards their leaders 
(without even subjecting them to democratic criticism) and 
then towards the Empire which they serve, without asking it 
to apply democracy to India. 

The, vested interests among the Hindus who are hostile 
to the league because of the panic among them about their 
oWn interest have very little love for democracy either, unless 
it aims at maintaining their previleges intact, and for this 
purposa they are willing to bargain even with the 
league leaders. 

The Congress, which has here neither the dominai'mg 
voice as m Bengal, nor the backing of great numbers of 
Nationalist Muslims which It enjofys m Sind, plough? a lone 
furrow with a few members In Assembly anxious for the 
functioning of democracy in a province, where precisely no- 
one cares for it. 

The result of it is not any frequent parliamentry crises 
which are along with internal disorder the prominerrt featuer 
of political life in Sind, nor famine, which has ravaged Bengal, 
nor the danger of Jap invasion, and utter unpreparedness for 
it, which one observes ir\ Assam— Punjab is saved from all 
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these crisis but democracy has visibly deteriorated. Precisely 
because we bad a stable ministry, a bumper harvest every 
year and no Immediate threat oF Jap Invasion. Punjab should 
have made great strides towards progress in the democratic 
regime. Such a well. -fed (and well dressed) province, should 
be well-educated too. Illiteracy should have been banished 
from its surface. ■ Largs scale (and reform introduced. The 
powers of vested interests in urban areas curtailed in interests 
of the community ; in short there should have been atleast 
war time socialism comparable to that in Great Britian to-day 
where Inspite of tory opposition, steps have been taken in 
this direction. If there were ever conditions ripe in a province 
for democractic planning it was Punjab, But this province 
instead of leading others in progress, leads them in being the 
most notorious for its communal spirit and disunity among 
Hindus and Mussalmans, The unity which has been maintained 
here for centuries, which survived the days when all India 
was rent Into several parts, and various factions led by 
Hindu and Muslims Princes, after the break up of the Mughal 
Empire were flying at -each other’s throats, has vanished 
overnight, and all because a sentimental urdu poet started 
the ball rolling by putting forward suggestion of vivisection 
of his country into several parts. Our century has produced 
some very great poets like Day, Lewis, W. H. Auden, Rainer 
Maria Rilk, Toller, and Stephen Spender but these people 
have through the medium of their poetry knit together the 
masses and urged them on to their struggle for power. 
Iqbal the man, who, first conceived the idea of Pakistan, or 
atleast elaborated it giving it a coherent form had nothing in 
common with these poets of the people. In an age, of 
anti-Fascism, socialism, and communism he was governed by a 
romantic attachment to mysticism, and so far as the changes 
In the outer-world were concerned, he had no enthusiasm for 
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them, and was ever, like Rupert Brook singing panegrics in 
praise of conservatism. 

But a romantic poet like him could scarcely be 'prophet 
of a new age. Men like him could not give the lead in 
politics. The people of this province should have taken 
what he said about vivisection of the country with a pinch of 
salt. It was because they took up his cry and made it into a 
political slogan, that the spirit of disunity stacked this land. 

The Akall and Hindu leaders cashed In a these "Pakistan** 
slogans by repeating to the people the old battle cries of 
Hindus and Sikhs against the Mughal Emperors, and thus 
creating hostility against the Mussalmans. While on one 
hand they continued behind the scenes deals with league' 
leaders; on the other they let loose a campaign of calumny' 
against Mussalmans. Their followers took all this with a 
remarkable spirit of complacence and even agreed with what 
they said. They did not for a movement think that these 
outworn battlecries, were useless in modern age ; that the 
only criticism of league moves could be made from the 
democratic standpoint, and that the Hindu and Akall leaders 
were far from being democrats. Thus the mischief continued 
and is still being done to poision the minds of the youths of 
the province. Punjab is bleeding no less than Bengal and 
Sind are as a restilt of the terrible wounds Inflicted on It by 
the communalists. It is another matter that its wounds are 
not so obvious. Crisis may not have come, but if disunity 
remains It may. 

But the greatest gamble that the communalists have 
made in their bid for hegomony in some provinces in absence of 
the congress has been In North West Frontier. For the time 
being it has succeeded. But if any ministry has feet of 
clay it Is that of North West Frontier. The Congress here 
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has greater strength than in Bengal for the majv/i _ . 
Moslims are allied to it The patriotic spirit rooted in the 
Pathans for years cannot vanish over hight as a result of- the 
league rule, The league has gathered together the same 
supporters here which have been prominent in helping it 
elsewhere, These are the landlords, the Pirs and the leaders 
of Hindu Sabha and Sikhs who either co-operate with it or 
aid it by their scaremongenng campaigns, whigh drives the 
Muslims in the arms of the league. But not all the land- 
lords and the Pirs aid the league. Some of the Pirs, paradoxi- 
cal as it may seem are in frontier province Intensely 
Nationalistic. It Is like the condition in loyalist Spain during 
the civil war, when numerous priests inspite of the " Reds 
burning nuns and churches " propoganda of the men of 
Calidillo Franco joined the republican party because they 
thought the cause of democracy and freedom could be 
best served In this way. Similarly in N. W, F, P. inspite of 
the virulant propaganda of the league leaders that the 
congress was a Hindu organisation and hostile to Muslim 
Interests some of the Pirs of the Province backed up the 
Congress cause and kept up the bridge with It against 
react! oners. 

The same is true of the landlords. The Badshah Khan 
Is not the only lord to back up the Congress Cause, 
Many frontier landlords are on the side of the Congress. 

The average Pathan is also not amenable to league 
propoganda, He has made great sacrifices in the cause of 
freedom since the memorable firing in Kissa KhawanI Bazar n 
Peshawar, which took a heavy toll of the men of frontier 
province. The assumption of office by league is the result 
of a parllamentry manoeuvere and has nothing to do with 
the public opinion In that province. Some Muslim members 
of Assembly who were formerly congressman and fought 



©lectiorts on congress tickat have gono over to the league 
but N. W. F. P. is not Sind that inost of the Muslim members 
of the assembly should come into league, and adopt its 
political slogans, in Sind the reason of this " mass com 
version ” to league Is that most of the Muslim members 
v/ho have taken part In thjs right-about-turn were outside 
the congress fold, though they called tbemselve Nationalist 
Muslims and were followers of Allah Bux’ But they had 
not fought elections on congress ticket, 6nd as soon as 
Allah Bux was gone, they were left without a leader who 
could guide them and maintain desciplina In their ranks, 

In frojitier it was different. The one or two Muslim 
members who had gone over to the league had broken the 
discipline of a strong party whose leader was Badshah Khan 
md they could not ignore his power in the province. 
Sooner or latter they might, be asked by their^constitnents 
to resign their seats, and fight the elections fresh on the 
league ticket 1>. Khan ^ Sahib took a step (n this direction 
when he cHallanged them to racontest the seats to Assemb-, 
ly. It might be possible soon with public support to get 
this re-election plan translated into action. 

In any case descipline among congress in frontier has 
not laxed, nor has the strength of that party deteriorated. 
It would be difficult for the league to ride-roughshod over 
the wishes of the people. 

But what harm has the league rendered to the Frontier 
province compared to its expliots in other prnvinocs, where 
all this has led to famine, Internal disorder disunity among 
Hindus, Mussalmaus and increased shr,se of insecurity about 
the dangers of Fascism ? ' 

Not much harm has been done there because the 
league had little ■ opportunity to do so. But disunity among 
the Pathans has bean created. The most glaring example 



of it is the recent riots in Haripur. Enough rr.ischief has been 
done there and both the leagues and their satellites the 
Hindus Sabhaites and Akalis are " cashing in " on it. Each 
side is blaming the other for aggravating the matter, and 
strengthening Jts own position among its co-reiigionists by 
raising, the balyhoo of religious rights being in danger. 
The Premier says that the enemies of ministry are doing 
evertbing possible to discredit it and do not wish to see it 
functioning for- a day. The Akal) and Subha leaders believe 
that a great blow has been struck to the rights of the 
Hindus aud the Mussalmans. 

For t he democrates, all this storm In the tea cup 
should provide a warning. The democratic criticism of the 
league ministry should be entirely different from that carried 
on by the Sabhaites and the Akalis. If Sardar Aurangzeb 
believes that Harjpur affair is providing an- opportunity to 
his enemies to turn the league out of office, then surely no 
democrat could take part, in this " friendly quarrel " going 
on between him and Hindus and Sikh leaders. The congress 
leaders would not take up any such opportunity to launch 
a campaign agains him. He may he rest assured about that. 
His statement then is either an admission of his weakness in 
face of lack of support by bis allies or it is a clever move in war 
of nerves, calculated to discredit the Congress by raising the 
cry that it has joined the Akali and the Sabha critics of the 
league. 

In any case the democrats should remain unmoved by 
these political manoeuveres of the league. Whatever the 
aims of the N. W. F, P. Prennier be for the democrats, the 
best way to substitute a popular regime instead of that of 
league, would be mobilising of public opinion in support of 
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thei campaign for relesae of all congress M, L. A.’s so that | 
the Assembly should re-assemble in full strength at an eady 
date, and give its verdict on the new ministry. 

It is by these democatic methods that the popular 
regime can be brought back, to office again in N, W. F, P, 
and not by taking sides In the Haripur or any other dispute 
that may spring up there. The democrates have to find a 
middle way between the league manoauveres and the war of 
nerves and the Hindu and the Sikh Sabre-rattling. 

CHAPTER VI. 

Democracy uprooted. 

But while the congressmen or the democrates may not 
wish to make any pcfitical capital out of the Haipur affair 
there is much to be learned from the conduct of the league 
leaders on the one hand and Hindu and Sikh leaders on the 
other. The reprehensible thing about all the platitudenous 
statements made by the rival leaders is that these people 
are attaching very great importance to the affair. Their 
attitude reveals that they judge democracy in terms of the 
benefit a particular religious group derives out of it. 
In other words It is a secular concept of democracy, which 
considers state as an instrument of religious progress. It 
ist not typical of India only. Other countries think of 
state in similar terms, To His Holiness the Pope democracy 
has a meaning only if a catholic conservative part dominates 
in it and pays great attention to the church affairs, ruthless- 
ly suppressing those ideas with which the church disagrees. 
The Irish Blue shirts and Falangists of Spain think in similar 
terms about democracy, 

But how far have efforts in this direction met with any 
success ? ' The idea of using state exclusively to defend 
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the interests of a particular religion or several religions 
is a very old one. The Budhists, Hindus, Moslims and 
Christians have aii in the beginning followed this but inevitably 
the state disintergerated, as soon as it become a mere 
instrument in hands of some religious group, in our own 
times the catholic popular party in Italy and the centrum In 
Germany failed when they followed such a policy. The 
Spanish Falangists are not meeting with any great success, 
and Spain remains restless beneath a calm surface. 

If religious groups have failed in Spain, Italy and 
Germany to make the state serve their ends, in India, the 
possibility of such a failure ought to be very great, 
since the religious parties are not so well organised as 
in Europe, and they face in congress, a strong opposition 
party with different ideas of functioning of the democratic 
state. But this has not deterred the leaders of various 
communal organisations. 

Perhaps they think, that if they fail they would not loose 
much. On the other hand If they succeed they would have 
unlimited power. But if they have not much to loose. India 
has. This trend towards "secular democracy” would prove 
harmful to the interests of the country, specially in those 
parts of India where league is strident In power. These are 
the most backward provinces. Here more than anywhere 
else the need is of greater devotion towards removal of the 
conditions of economic and political serfdom prevailing among 
the people. Religious Issues should not occupy much the 
attention of the democrates if the condition of the people is 
to undergo a change for the better. The attempts of 
establishing a "secular democracy” should be given up. 
Even in such a countries as Germany and Italy, such attempts 
of the centrum and other religious parties have dorve 

6 ; 



incaiubble harm. Fascism has been strident there due to 
such policy of these parties. 

In India there may not be any other party existing on the 
Nazi and Fascist model to take advantage of such weaknesses 
of the (eague, but if this muddle continues, we may have 
soma such offshoot of league, which would try to replace its 
veiled fascism with some out and out fascist government, 
In any case there is no doubt about it that secular democracy, 
or any attempt to make state an instrument for progress of 
one religion or several religions encourages fascist tendencies 
and uproots freedom. 

In this sense the Haripur affair and the noise raised over 
it IS foretaste of what may happen in Pakistan. Any small 
fray by men of one religion or other would become an object 
of cotroversy for months and the ministers would be waisting 
thair constituents' time in wrangling over such disputes. 
Religious legislation to safeguard rights of different religions 
would be continuously coming up in the legislature, and most 
of the time of the Assembly members would be occupied in 
disposing of such bills. The plans of Nation-building or 
economic or social progress if ever anybody dared to think 
about them, In an atmosphere charged with religious tension, 
would be promptly shelved. But apart from the danger of 
communal frays occupying most of the time of the government 
in Pakistan^ there is another acute problem which looms large. 
And that is of factional fight among the members of religious 
groups. To what extent feelings between the rival factions 
can be exacebrated could be observed from a recent tragic 
incident in Multan when the Tazia of the Shias was burnt by 
a rival faction of the Mussalmans. A recen): press report 
says that a deputation of Punjab Shias waited on the Home 
Secretary Punjab headed by Raja Ghaznafar All Khan 
Parliementary Secretary to the Minister of Revenue Punjab 
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to protest against this act which was according to them an 
organised attempt to hurt the feelings of the Shias. 

In Multan tension prevails, while arrests have been made 
and Section 144 promulagated in the City for a month. 

This event has not created as much stir as the Haripur 
affair, but all the same it is the subject of healed controversy 
among rival factions. The factional strife is however not 
limited to Mussaimans only. There are numeourous factions 
among Hindus too, such as Sanatanists, and Arya Samajis. 
and several others, who are always at loggerheads with each 
other. In any such contraversy the people gain nothing. 
It is only some influential men who are able to have greater 
backing among the people by such moves. 

Such is the dismal picture which Pakistan presents to us. 
The conditions are not going to improve only by a compaign 
for release of the congress M.L.As. and a government- 
congress settlement to fight Fascism. The struggle against 
the Fascist invaders is no doubt of paramount importance, 
and a settlemenf between the congress and Britain would be 
of great help to that cause. But the internal affairs are 
no less important. Even if congress ministeries start functioning 
in the provinces where they had majority and a National 
Government is formed at centre, that would not improve 
conditions in the "special areas" of Pakistan. In these 
"special areas" (which may be so described after the distressed 
areas in England before the war which were euphemistically 
called "special areas") entire re-education of the people has 
to be carried out before they can be made democratic 
minded. Just as the "special areas" were given greater 
attention by the Government in Great Britain the same has to 
be done about Punjab, Sind, and Assam and to a lesser extent 
Bengal, However the question here is not only removal of 
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poverty ns in caso of the "spocini areas” in Britain but also ’ 
ending of communalisin and the near fascist tendencias,- 
Thus task of a war lime National Government is more akin to 
the plans of re-educating the Nazi Germany being conceived'! 
by statosmon and political thinkers In England, America ardi 
Russia, Apart from the fact that these areas are not in'j 
need of reconquest I hay have to be re-educated like tbs' 
Nazi Germany. 

India's "special areas” are in no sense different from 
such dark spots of Europe ns Germany, for which the 
democrats are elaborating their plans of re-education. Every, 
where people hostile to democratic ideas have to be taught i 
democracy, Even in England they are realising that Churchill's 
Government should be changed after the War by a democratic 
one. But while an awakening about this danger has come 
there, India is yet to realise its duty towards its "special 
areas,” When the democrats of this country realise this dire 
peril to democracy in "special areas” of Punjab, Bengal, Sind 
and Assam, its cause would be saved, i 





